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President. That was really a signifi-
cant event in the Reid family, but also 
my boy thought it was a significant 
event, and he took a crayon and 
marked all over that picture—my 
prized picture of my being in Wash-
ington, sitting with the Vice President. 
So my wife and I labored for some time 
and worked to get the crayon off that 
picture. We did a pretty good job. I still 
have the picture, but you can see my 
boy’s marking on that with his crayon. 
I wish I had the opportunity to talk to 
the Vice President about that. I am 
sure he would have laughed. 

President Ford was a wonderful man. 
We all know he died the day after 
Christmas. He was 93 years old. There 
were celebrations, as there should have 
been, in the Capitol Rotunda, at the 
National Cathedral, the Ford Presi-
dential Library in Grand Rapids, MI, 
and the Episcopal Church in Grand 
Rapids, MI, where I had the oppor-
tunity to attend at the invitation of 
the former First Lady. The speeches 
were good. Former Secretary of De-
fense Rumsfeld spoke, President 
Jimmy Carter spoke, a noted historian 
spoke. It was really a quite moving 
event. 

We have heard tales during the past 
couple weeks of Gerald Ford and the 
athlete he was. We have even read from 
Chevy Chase, who became famous lit-
erally making fun of Gerald Ford. He 
made fun of him because—he was a big 
man—coming out of an airplane once, 
he hit his head on the airplane door, 
and that was the beginning of Chevy 
Chase’s career. 

The fact is, even though Chevy Chase 
became famous making fun of Presi-
dent Ford, we have never had a more 
athletic President than President 
Ford—All-Big Ten; he was a great, out-
standing football player at the Univer-
sity of Michigan. 

As a Member of Congress, he was out-
standing. He was praised by people who 
served with him. He served for about 25 
years in the Congress and became the 
Republican leader. He, of course, was 
Commander in Chief as President of 
the United States. But one of the 
things we have learned so directly dur-
ing the last couple weeks is how great 
he was to his wife Betty. She, during 
the time of their real public presence, 
had breast cancer and had a bout with 
alcoholism, and she approached both in 
a very strong, courageous way. The 
Betty Ford Clinic in Palm Springs is a 
place where people go to find that they 
are addicted and need help. But we 
have learned what a wonderful wife she 
was to President Ford and what a great 
First Lady she was to her entire coun-
try. 

We have heard tributes from Sen-
ators, Governors, clergy, newsmen, and 
Presidents. They differed in tone and 
substance, but they all made the point 
of stressing one thing: Gerald Ford 
was, above all, a man of integrity, a 
man of honesty, and, ultimately, a role 
model for all of us who serve in Gov-
ernment. 

He, of course, is the only man to be-
come President who was never elected. 
Yet, time and time again, he proved 
himself the right man at the right 
time, healing the Nation after the 
scars of Watergate and moving our 
country forward. 

Husband to his wife Betty, father to 
his beautiful children, Michael, John, 
Steven, and Susan, World War II vet-
eran, star athlete, even an Eagle 
Scout—Gerald Ford was the core of 
what America is all about, a shining 
example of what we hold best in Amer-
ica. He took office at a dark time in 
our country’s history and shepherded 
this Nation through the trials of Viet-
nam and Watergate, with a bipartisan 
spirit of reconciliation and grace, a 
shining example to us all. He reminded 
a wounded nation of the honesty and 
decency of its leaders. 

Mr. President, we all hope when we 
pass on our friends and colleagues will 
look back and say we left the world a 
better place. With Gerald Ford, there is 
no doubt. This Government, this Na-
tion, this world are better from Gerald 
Ford’s life and service to our country, 
and for this the Senate honors his life 
today. 

f 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—S. RES. 19 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, do I un-
derstand from the distinguished major-
ity leader that the resolution does in-
clude an insertion by the distinguished 
Senator from Michigan, Mr. LEVIN, and 
myself? 

Mr. REID. Yes, I say to my distin-
guished friend. I ask unanimous con-
sent that S. Res. 19 be modified with 
the changes now at the desk. This 
modification has been cleared by the 
Republican leader. That takes care of 
the problem the Senator raised. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I thank 

the distinguished majority leader. As-
suming we have time here—I am going 
to yield the floor to my leader—I will 
address that inclusion of the amend-
ment. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

HONORING PRESIDENT GERALD 
FORD 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
many praiseworthy things have been 
said about Gerald Rudolph Ford over 
the past 2 weeks, and this is good. It is 
good to see so many people speak so 
well of a man who was often wrongly 
criticized in life, and it has been uplift-
ing to watch an entire nation stop and 
reflect on what it means to live a good 

life, good to see that old virtues still 
have the power to inspire. 

Of course, Gerald Ford didn’t seek 
out the Presidency, and certainly he 
came into the highest elected position 
in the land in the unlikeliest of ways. 

I was recently reminded that his life 
didn’t get off to the most promising 
start. Born Leslie Lynch King, Jr., in 
Omaha, NE, his mother and father di-
vorced when he was 2. 

His mother picked up and moved 
back home to Grand Rapids, where she 
married a paint and varnish salesman. 
Gerald Ford, Sr., gave Dorothy three 
more boys—and her first son a new 
name that he would carry into history. 

The childhood home was pleasant, 
but since money was tight, Junior had 
to mow lawns and grill hamburgers 
after school. 

The experiences of the boy had an ef-
fect on the man: Ford would later gain 
a reputation in Congress as a fiscal 
conservative, as someone who thought 
that Government, like any household, 
should live within its budget. He didn’t 
learn this from a policy paper. He 
didn’t need to. 

We have heard that Gerald Ford was 
a great athlete, that he could have 
played with the Packers or the Lions, 
but he took a job as an assistant coach 
at Yale instead. And determined to go 
to Yale Law School, he convinced the 
faculty to let him on parttime. They 
did. 

Gerry Ford once said: 
The harder you work, the luckier you are. 

I worked like hell. 

He ended up in the top fourth of a 
law school class that included a future 
Supreme Court Justice, a future Sec-
retary of State—and a future Presi-
dent. 

We have heard how President Ford 
signed up for the Navy after Pearl Har-
bor; that he put duty and country first, 
and nearly got swept off the deck of 
the USS Monterey in the middle of a ty-
phoon. It wouldn’t be his last brush 
with an early death. 

And we have heard a love story: that 
Ford came home to Michigan after the 
war and married a pretty young dancer 
named Betty Bloomer; that he started 
to think about politics, and that Betty 
wasn’t worried at all about it dis-
tracting from family life. ‘‘I never 
thought he’d win,’’ she said. 

But, of course, he did. 
The Fords moved east, and decided to 

stay awhile, and stayed together 
through it all—until last week, when 
Betty, older now but no less graceful, 
said good-bye to her husband, the 
President, in the same church where 
they said ‘‘I do’’ 58 years ago. 

We have been inspired by the story of 
President Ford’s political career—how 
he didn’t make a name for himself with 
high-profile speeches or partisan broad-
sides; how he did his job, and did it 
well, in big and little things. 

He built a reputation as someone who 
could bridge the gap, who brought peo-
ple together and worked problems out. 
Gerry Ford summed up his approach to 
lawmaking this way: 
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